Bible Characters — Gideon 
(Judges 6 to 8) 


Gideon is one of the people God uses during the OT times of the Judges. His name is referred to 
as Jerubbaal (Judges 6:32), which means “let Baal defend himself,” after Gideon breaks down 
the alter of the pagan god Baal. This introduces and sets up the challenges Gideon faces, since 
he and his fellow Israelites are surrounded by all forms of pagan worship and evil. Primarily, the 
focus is on the oppression of the Hebrew people by the Midianites, and God calls Gideon to 
lead his people into battle with them. It is Gideon’s personal relationship with God and how it 
develops that stands out in these Bible events. 


Gideon’s relationship to God is characterized by a growing dependence on the Lord, who helps 
him let go — more and more — of all self-reliance. We see this early in the narrative in chapter 6, 
when God initially calls him to action (Judges 6:7-27). As Gideon obeys God, he asks God for a 
sign, as he prepares himself for battle against the Midianites. At this point, we see that God 
neither rebukes him due to his hesitancy, nor abandons Gideon in any way (Judges 6:33-40). 
Having helped Gideon to reveal His will and protection, God then puts him (and his fellow 
Israelite warriors) to the ultimate test of faith, by reducing the armed men, so that only a small 
group remains to fight the Midianites (Judges 7:1-8), in order to keep them from becoming 
prideful (Judges 7:2). What unfolds hereafter in the remaining Bible segment, is truly unique 
and remarkable. 


To sum up, we do well not to judge Gideon in any form, for having — what appears to be —a lack 
of faith. Rather, we can appreciate Gideon as a real person, who, despite his uncertainty and 
circumstances is used by God in a powerful way. What we learn here and can take away, is that 
our Lord Jesus Christ is willing and able to work mightily, in the lives of any person coming to 
Him in repentance, obedience and reverence. Jesus knows us better than we (may think) we 
know ourselves (Psalm 139:13-16; Jeremiah 1:5; Romans 8:27-29). In our own weakness then, 
like Gideon, God not only knows us, but cares about us, inviting us to come to Him, so that He 
may reveal His divine glory and sovereignty along with His eternal plan, purpose, timing and 
love for us all individually (Luke 12:6-8). Once we recognize our need, complete insufficiency 
and helplessness, Jesus is right there to come alongside us, to pick us up and work through us, if 
we are humble enough to repent of our sins (1 John 1:8-9). 
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